NATIONAL HONOR

Komornik recognized as STRIVE Coach of the Year

By John Streit
Correspondent

on Komornik never gave

much thought to acquir-
ing awards when he began
coaching in 1998.

But other people noticed
the baseball and basketball
coach’s dedication. Komornik
was rewarded in a big way
Dec. 18 at Kempsville High
School.

The National Council of
Youth Sports selected him
2007 Hershey’s STRIVE
Coach of the Year, an award
reserved for one whom the
council determines to be the
most passionate, commit-
ted and spirited coach in the
country.

Honored in a ceremony be-
fore a Kempsville boys’ bas-
ketball game, Komornik’s ac-
complishment drew Mayor
Meyera Oberndorf and state
Del. Bob Tata.

“When I was nominated
I was set back,” Komornik
said. “I was surprised I could
win a national award on a na-
tional scale.”

Oberndorf declared it Ron
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Ron Komornik, long-time baseball and basketball coach in
Kempsville, received the 2007 Hershey's STRIVE Coach of the Year
Award at a pre-basketball game ceremony at Kempsville High.

Komornik Day in Virgin-
ia Beach, and Sally Johnson,
council executive director, in-
formed the coach that he will
be receiving a flag that flew
over the U.S. Capitol on the
same day in his honor.

The Hershey Co. donat-
ed two checks of $1,250 to

Kempsville Pony Baseball
and Kempsville High School
Home Run Club.

Komornik began coach-
ing boys’ basketball for the
YMCA in 1998 and turned his
efforts to Kempsville Rec-
reation Center basketball in
1999, where he remained un-

til 2006.

Since 1999, he has served
at Kempsville Pony Baseball
as a coach, player agent and
groundskeeper. He has also
coached baseball for the AAU
Tidewater Drillers, AAU Vir-
ginia Heat, Larkspur Middle
School and the Kempsville
High School junior varsity
and varsity teams.

Komornik is an assistant
coach on Kempsville High's
fall varsity baseball team.

But it wasn’t the quantity of
Komornik’s work that caught
the attention of Janet Carter,
who nominated him for the
award. ;

“When I heard about the
award, the first thing that
popped in my mind was Ron
Komornik,” Carter said. “1
thought, ‘He is the absolute
perfect person for this.’ ”

Carter’s son was a player of
Komornik’s four years ago,
and his impact as a mentor
left a lasting impression.

“He took enormous time to
notice each player as an indi-
vidual,” Carter said. “He re-
ally took note of each child

and what they needed tobe a
great player on a team. He re-
ally has a special gift to be
able to recognize that and to
be able to pull individual tal-
ent to create a winning team.”

When filling out the paper-
work to nominate Komornik
for the award, Carter estimat-
ed that the coach has spent
more than 5,600 hours coach-
ing.

Komornik remained hum-
ble about his accomplish-
ment, deferring credit to the
dozens of coaches and oth-
ers who have assisted him
through the years.

“I've done a lot of work, and
I've coached a lot of teams,”
Komornik said. “But the main
thing is I've been an assistant
to a lot of guys, too. There are
a lot of other coaches in the
area who have put in a lot of
time who just weren’t nomi-
nated.

“I was lucky to win, and it
just set me back. It was pret-
ty cool.”
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